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Merchant Marine Industry Training 


Eprtror’s Nore.—This is the finish of a 
report on Merchant Marine Industry 
Training submitted by Lt. R. A. Copeland, 
Jr., USCG, who for 12 months past was 
attached to the Operational Organization 
of the United States Lines for temporary 
duty. In the previous installment Lieu- 
tenant Copeland wrote of his several 
months’ duty concerned with shoreside 
phases of the shipping industry from the 
standpoint of vessel operations and engi- 
neering repairs. 


While at the shipyards I witnessed this 
company’s personnel supervising the re- 
activation of several Victory and Liberty 
class vessels, as set up through the Gen- 
eral Agency Agreement with the Maritime 
Administration. As in the Coast Guard 
these ships were taken on sea trials. It 
was interesting to compare the differences 
and similarities in these operations from 
the standpoint of a Service background 
with that of the commercial shipping 
field. It was here also that I observed 
various representatives of the Coast 
Guard, Maritime Administration, Amer- 
ican Bureau of Shipping, and the Insur- 
ance and Salvage Surveyors performing 
the functions of their various offices. 

During this period the company’s large 
Passenger ships were drydocked for 
yearly repairs. The S. S. Washington 
was drydocked at Todd Shipyard in 
Brooklyn, whereas the S. 8. American 
was placed in the large graving dock in 
the Navy Yard at Bayonne. This experi- 
ence afforded me an excellent opportu- 


981226— 52 1 





nity to inspect both vessels as well as to 
become acquainted with the ships’ per- 
sonnel. Of particular interest on the 
S. S. America was the intricate measure- 
ments taken of both shafts as the ship 
cruised at various RPM’s. Highly de- 
veloped scientific instruments were at- 
tached to the critical areas surrounding 
the shafts, and readings were automati- 
cally recorded to be studied at a later 
date. The object was to locate the criti- 
cal speeds at which damage might be 
done to the ship. 

At this time, prior to moving on to the 
Personnel Division, I attended the 
Twenty-first Annual Safety Convention 
and Exposition of the Greater New York 
Safety Council. Briefly, leaders in the 
fields of shipbuilding, ship operations, 
and stevedoring presented most valuable 
material on the progress being made in 
safety throughout the shipping industry. 
Stimulating discussions followed each 
report and there were exhibits of the 
latest safety equipment being used in the 
shipping field. 


To the Personnel Division 


My next move was to proceed to the 
Personnel Division where, for the next 
6 weeks, under the guidance of the man- 
ager and his assistants in the field of 
labor relations, a detailed study of labor- 
management relations occupied my time. 
Every inspector would do well to obtain 
as complete a picture as possible of the 
viewpoints of both labor and manage- 
ment since this constitutes one of the 
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gravest problems in shipping today. This 
I attempted to do, from labor's stand- 
point, by obtaining an insight into union 
meetings on board the company ships, 
speaking with the seamen on board the 
vessels, and by being present at several 
“beef” sessions of the union delegates 
with the company officials ashore and 
with the Merchant Marine officers on 
board ship. From the management’s 
standpoint, records were furnished me 
for detailed study, existing union agree- 
ments were studied of both the officer and 
seamen’s unions, and several labor pub- 
lications were made available, that I 
might obtain a broader understanding of 
the history and background of unionism 
in the shipping field. 

This company maintains its own office 


force, to hire through the union, all the ~ 


seamen sailing on its ships. Detailed 
records are maintained, and this in itself 
is a large task. By this procedure un- 
desirables are continually weeded out 
and the morale of the fleet is elevated 
by keeping a hard core of reliable sea- 
men who are genuinely interested in 
maintaining a high degree of efficiency 
in their chosen work. 

While with this Division opportunity 
was afforded me to see the operations 
of the Steward Department on both the 
passenger ships and freighters. This 
department not only is responsible for 
feeding both the crew and passengers 
with a well-rounded diet, including two 
choices of menus at each meal, but it 
also must maintain the allotted spaces 
on the ship according to the standards 
required by law. When you consider the 
expense involved in these operations, one 
can readily see the importance a ship- 
ping company must attach to this 
department. 

It was while I was attached to this 
Division that I first came into intimate 
contact with the Coast Guard Shipping 
Commissioners, observing the “signing 
on” and “pay oft” of shipping articles 
as required by law. Also closely allied 


with this function was the duty of the 
master to clear his ship with Custom 
officials. 


I was particularly impressed 
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with the amount of paper work involved 
in this procedure. With the many gov- 
ernmental regulatory agencies continu- 
ally checking a company to see that it 
complies with the many existing laws, 
it is essential that the future Coast 
Guard inspector realizes the necessity of 
cooperating wholeheartedly with the 
shipping companies while making his 
annual inspections. This will help to 
ease the already overburdened shipping 
world and aid in premoting the healthy 
growth of the Merchant Marine along 
lines traditional with the American way 
of life. 


Seagoing Training on a C—2 


Up to this’ time my training had been 
mostly with the shoreside operations of 
the shipping industry. With this back- 
ground I was now prepared to round out 
my experience by observing the com- 
pany’s fleet of ships in action. To launch 
this seagoing phase of training a voyage 
of about 6 weeks’ duration was arranged 
on a United States Lineship, C-2 Class, 
sailing from New York for the European 
ports of Plymouth, England; Hamburg, 
Germany ; Cherbourg, France ; Bordeaux, 
France; and Bilbao, Spain. During this 
voyage there was ample opportunity to 
become acquainted with merchant ship- 
board -routine as well as to see the pre- 
vailing conditions at the ports of call. 

At sea the majority of my time was 
divided between the engine room and the 
bridge to observe their methods of opera- 
tions. : While with the ship I was ac- 
cepted as part of the ship’s complement 
and actually performed routine tasks 
alongside the personnel. By such close 
contact one can more fully appreciate the 
eonditions under which a merchant ves- 
sel operates. These ships necessarily op- 
erate with much smaller crews than our 
Service ships. The gross tonnage of this 
freighter was 8,306 with a total crew of 
47 (deck 19, engine 18, and utility 10). 
In this group were 7 deck officers count- 
ing the purser and radio officer and 7 
engineers. We were fortunate in that 
excellent weather prevailed most of the 
voyage thus enabling much work of a re 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WILLIAM F. MEYERS Chapter No. 111 of the Coast Guard League 
present Christmas boxes for the crew of the loran station at Bonavista to CAPT 
Herman T. Diehl, Chief, Personnel Division, First District, USCG, as Robert A. 


Kemmitt, YNC, and LT A. G. Jones look on. 


(Left to right) Kemmitt, Joseph 


McDonald, Chapter 111, PRO, Irving Goldman, past commander of chapter, LT 


Jones, and CAPT Diehl. 
tributed by a local drug store. 
to units in the First District. 


The boxes were sponsored by the CG League and con- 
The chapter has distributed almost 3,000 books 





pair and upkeep nature to be performed 
while under way at sea. This is desir- 
able due to the quick turn-around of these 
Ships at the various ports of call. It is 
not unusual for these ships to put into 
New York from a European or Far East 
voyage of a month to 6.months’ duration 
and spend less than a week at the home 
port of New York. In addition to sail- 
ing foreign these ships generally go coast- 
wise to receive and discharge cargo, 
returning to the home port to sail the 
hext day or so on another foreign voyage. 
One cannot help but have a healthy re- 
spect for the ship’s personnel operating 
these ships under these conditions and 
Still maintaining the high standards that 





have been set up by this company. 

While visiting the agency or branch 
offices at the Buropean ports of call my 
attention was necessarily drawn to the 
prevailing labor conditions, attitude of 
the various nationalities toward Amer- 
ican shipping, and the existing facilities 
available to adequately handle the ships 
with their cargo. Each country visited 
had its own particular shipping problems 
inherited, to a large extent, from the last 
war. For instance in France the Com- 
munists control the stevedoring unions. 
They have managed to prevent the mem- 
bers, in most of the ports in France, from 
unloading American ships carrying Army 
cargo. However, at the port of Cher- 
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bourg the rank and file of labor had re- 
belled against its leadership in order to 
obtain work and American aid. This 
situation is only one of similar conditions 
under which this country’s Merchant Ma- 
rine must, at present, operate. 






Coastwise Operations 


Returning to the Operations Division, 
plans were made for several coastwise 
voyages to the company’s branch offices 
located in Boston, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, and Norfolk. Each trip was from 
10 days to 2 weeks’ duration and was so 
arranged that I would have an oppor- 
tunity to meet the company representa- 
tives and be able to observe fully the 
various shipping activities. The man- 
agers of these branch offices were notified 
of my arrival in advance and they with 
their subordinates were most helpful in 
leading me through their departments, 
explaining the internal functions and 
framework that helps keep a shipping 
company operating. 

In this company there is very close 
liaison between the main office in New 
York and the various branch or agency 
offices located throughout this country, 
Europe, and the Far East. Due to the 
unpredictability of cargo bookings, it was 
not natural for a last-minute change in 
cargo plans by the main office to be neces- 
sarily forwarded to the branch office at a 
late date. This required a complete 
change in the over-all planning at the 
branch office which they, in turn, trans- 
lated into rapid action so that the pier 
superintendent, located at the company 
piers, could carry out his change in orders 
with a minimum of confusion and effort. 

It was while sailing coastwise that 1 
met some of the excellent harbor pilots, 
coast pilots, and tug captains engaged in 
guiding and maneuvering the ships in 
coastal waters. They deserve a lot of 
credit for the efficient manner in which 
they carry out their duties throughout 
all kinds of prevailing weather condi- 
Also, at this time, there was a 
under sea condi- 


tions. 
greater 
tions, to associate with a good cross sec- 


opportunity, 
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tion of the typical Merchant Marine 
officers. This in itself was a most valu- 
able experience for a future Coast Guard 
inspector whose time may be spent work- 
ing closely within this group. I was par- 
ticularly impressed with one young offi- 
cer who had invented a circular slide 
rule to solve the problems in celestial 
navigation. With a little study and ap- 
plication the method is as rapid as that 
used in H. O. 214. 

To conclude my training with the 
United States Lines, I spent a week at the 
Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry 
Dock Co., looking over the construction 
cf this company’s new flagship, the S. §, 
United States. This vessel will be 990 
feet long, 101 feet 6 inches wide, and 
51,500 grosstons. She will be the largest, 
fastest, and finest vessel ever built in the 
United States. With accommodations | 
for 2,000 passengers, she will join the 
S. S. America in transatlantic service in 
the summer of 1952. 

This final report necessarily has been 
brief and at best inadequate to thoroughly 
cover this year’s tour of duty with the 
United States Lines. To the officers in 
the Service who desire a challenging field 
that will open up new horizons in one 
of the most vital and interesting fune- 
tions of the Coast Guard; that of becom- 
ing a well-rounded Coast Guard inspector, 
I strongly recommend this Merchant Ma- 
rine Industry Training program. 


Officer Candidate Class 
Of 58 Graduated 21 December 

An officer candidate class of 81 grad 
uated from the Academy on 21 November, 
followed on 21 December by another of 
58. The fourth class of 100 men reported 
to the Academy on 28 November to begin 
their 16 week training for commissioned 
status. The fifth and sixth classes of 
60 and 90 men are scheduled for 9 Jan- 
uary and 13 February. 

Two classes are planned subsequent to 
the February one. College male grad- 
uates are being interviewed now as ap 
plicants for the sixth, seventh, and 
eighth classes. 
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Jan- FIRST TO BE KNOWN AS A COAST GUARD WEEK-END WARRIOR, Morton G. Lessans of Wash- 
ington, D. C., is being congratulated by LTJG Carl F. Krogmann, USCGR, of the 
nt to Reserve Personnel Division at Headquarters. Lessans enters the new Organized 
grad- Air Reserve as the first recruit of a national goal of 230 enlisted men of aviation 
S ap ratings and 103 officer pilots. The Reserve is open to former Armed Forces en- 
and listed personnel with aviation ratings and to civilian pilots. Recruits will train at 
various Naval Air Reserve Training Units in the country during week ends. Drill 

pay will be provided. 
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CG to Man “Voice” Ship 
Of Operation Vagabond 


Soon after the end of February the 
Coast Guard will man the converted 
cargo vessel, the Coastal: Messenger, 
which the State Department will use as 
a seagoing relay-station for the Voice 
of America broadcasts under the new 
Operation Vagabond program. 

An Al type cargo vessel of 5,926 tons 
deadweight, similar to the Kukui, the 
Coastal Messenger which is to be re- 
named the Courier, is now being con- 
verted for her new duties. She was 
built in 1945, christened the Doldridge, 
and used by the Navy. 

Conversion under the supervision of 
CG officers to the needs of a relay trans- 
mitter operation has been underway for 
several months, with expectation that the 
rechristening ceremonies will take place 
sometime the first week of February. 
Usual trial runs will follow thereafter. 

CDR Oscar C. B. Wev, USCG, has been 
selected as commanding officer of the 
Courier. The officer and enlisted com- 
plement of the ship is classified infor- 
mation. 

Principal duty of the ship will be to act 
as a booster transmitter for the Voice 
broadcasts being directed to the people 
behind the Iron Curtain. Moreover, it 
is expected to somewhat offset the So- 
viet jamming of the other Voice trans- 
missions. 

Normal cruising range of the Courier is 
approximately 14,500 miles. 

Methods of transmission will be for 
an antenna to be set up ashore while 
the ship is at anchor and a rig of bar- 
rage balloons aloft to keep the antenna 
in the air while the vessel is under way. 

Thotgh no certain future plans have 
been formulated by the State Depart- 
ment for the Operation Vagabond it is 
expected that five such floating units 
will be operating in the not too distant 
future and with Coast Guard crews. 
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Subj. ORTUPS In Parade 
Challenge Of 


27 NoveMBER 1951. 

1. It is noted in the September 1951, 
issue of the U. S. COAST GUARD BUL- 
LETIN, page 46, that Lt. Albert B. Ber- 
non (R) believed his unit, ORTUPS 
03-856 was the first to parade as a group 
in the entire Third District or any other 
district when they participated in the 
Armed Forces Day Parade in Wilming- 
ton, Del., on 19 May 1951. 

2. This unit wishes to call attention 
to the fact that ORTUPS 03-856 must 
share honors with ORTUPS 02-430, 
which also participated in the Armed 
Forces Day Parade in Pittsburgh on the 
same date. 

3. Members of this unit believe that 
they may also claim another distinction. 
While still serving in volunteer status, a 
Reserve Training Cruise was planned 
and carried out aboard the CGC 
FORSYTHIA on 7 October 1950, by 
Volunteer Unit 2-14. Volunteer Unit 


2-14 subsequently became ORTUPS 
02-430. 
(Signed) D. W. Ellis, 
C. O. ORTUPS 02-430. 
Ind-1 
der 
14 DecemMsBeER 1951. 
Forwarded. Ortups 02-430 also par- 


ticipated in a Reserve Training Cruise in 
1951. 
(Signed) John D. Winn, Jr., 


By direction. 
Not Entitled To Pay 


Although an officer continues on active 
duty knowing that he has been offi- 
cially placed on the retirement list, he 
nevertheless is not entitled to active-duty 
pay for a period of service that may be 
performed subsequent to the effective 
date of his retirement. 

This applies to wherever the officer 
may be or to whatever duty he is per- 
forming so long as official orders continu- 
ing him on active duty have not been 
issued, according to a Comptroller 
General Decision B—98405 dated May 22, 
1951. 
































951, 
UL- 
Ber- 
UPS 
‘oup 
ther 

the 
ing- 


tion 
dust 
430, 
med 

the 


hat 
ion, 
S, a 
ned 
‘GC 

by 
Jnit 
JPS 


par- 
e in 


tive 
offi- 

he 
uty 
' be 
‘ive 


icer 
er- 
nu- 
een 
ller 


OU) 








COAST GUARD BULLETIN 


A WOULD-BE SUICIDE FROM THE San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge was thwarted last 
November by these three Coast Guardsmen who pulled the person back to safety. 
Above are Fred K. Hill, BM3; John D. Green, ETC, and Eugene O'Donnell, QM1. 


Small Arms Proficiency 
Certificate Award Ready 

Those who qualify as expert with the 
30-caliber rifle or carbine, the .45-caliber 
pistol or the .38-caliber revolver will soon 
receive an engraved certificate suitable 
for framing and entitled “Small Arms 
Proficiency Award.” 

All personnel who qualify subsequent 
to 1 January 1951 will be eligible to re- 
ceive the certificate. Though an individ- 
ual may requalify in the future, only one 
certificate for each type of weapon will 
be issued to him. 

Expert medal awards will be tempo- 
rarily deferred until certificates become 
available, at which time both medal and 
certificate will be issued. Personnel al- 
ready awarded expert medals during 
1951 will receive the certificate upon re- 
quest. Procedure for doing so is found 
in Operations Circular No. 7-51. 


Only 5 Year Interest 
On Terminal Leave Bonds 


Coast Guardsmen who still hold term)- 
nal leave bonds should realize that in- 
terests ceases to accumulate on the bonds 
5 years following their issuance. 

These bonds were issued to enlisted 
men for unused leave credits accrued be- 
fore 1 September 1946. They earned in- 
terest at the rate of 24% percent from the 
date of the bond to the last day of the 
month in which payment is made or the 
end of 5 years after issuance of the bond, 
whichever is earlier. 


Thomas Stevenson, father of the poet, 
Robert Louis, designed a _ holophotal 
prism thereby achieving fame as the 
father of modern lighthouses. The 


Fresnel lens was invented earlier in 
1788. 
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Reservists Must Qualify 
For 2 Weeks Training 


Headquarters is desirous that Reserve 
personnel take full advantage of the Re- 
serve training program, which includes 
service schools operated by the various 
Armed Forces and assignments to 2 
weeks’ appropriate duty in Headquar- 
ters, the district offices, or units afloat 
or ashore. At the same time, there are 
eligibility requirements for such active 
duty training. 

In all cases where a minimum number 
of reservists may be accommodated at a 
school or where funds for training duty 
are limited preference will be given to 
those reservists who are members of re- 
serve training units. 

Eligibility for training duty is predi- 
cated upon a reservist’s having actively 
participated in the program through one 
of these four means: 

(a) Membership in an organized re- 
serve training unit for at least 60 days 
with a record of attendance of 75 per- 
cent or better. 

(b) Regular assignment to a volunteer 
reserve training unit for at least 60 days 
with regularly scheduled drills of not less 
than two per month and a record of at- 
tendance of 90 percent or better. 

(c) Membership in the Volunteer Re- 
serve, ready or standby, and either have 
completed or be presently enrolled in a 
correspondence course, administered by 
the Armed Forces which, when finished 
during the anniversary year, will repre- 
sent the accumulation of at least 24 re- 
tirement points. The reservists must 
have completed at the time of application 
for active training duty a portion of the 
correspondence course work equivalent 
to the proportionate amount of the an- 
niversary year which has by then ex- 
pired. This is based upon the assump- 
tion of earning two retirement points per 
month. 

(d) Should a reservist not qualify be- 
cause of “b” or “c’” above then he may if 
he has completed or is still enrolled in one 
correspondence course valued at 13 retire- 
ment points, and he is also a member of 
a Volunteer Reserve Unit with scheduled 
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But 


drills of two or less per month. 
these conditions apply only if his attend- 
ance at the VTU is 90 percent or better, 
and at the time of application for active 
duty he has completed that part of his 
correspondence course work equivalent 


to the date in the calendar year. Thusa 
minimum of one retirement point per 
month is necessary. 


RADM K. K. COWART Speaks 
At Welding Society Meeting 


RADM. K. K. Cowart, USCG, gave the 
opening speech at the Ship Structure 
Committee Technical Sessions at the 
American Welding Society’s annual 
meeting held in Detroit this year during 
the week of 15 October. For 6 years the 
committee has sponsored technical ses- 
sions at the society’s annual meeting. 

Formed in 1946 by the Secretary of the 
Treasury for research to improve hull 
structures of ships in the fields of design, 
materials and methods of fabrication, the 
committee is under the chairmanship of 
the Engineer-in-Chief of the Coast 
Guard. It is an extension of the World 
War II committee formed to study the 
causes and suggest remedies for the 
break-up of early all-welded ships early 
in the war. 


Proposed Pay Increase 
Awaits Action by Congress 


The proposed new increase in military 
pay legislation will be reconsidered by 
Congress when it enters the second ses- 
sion in January 1952. 

The Armed Services Committee of the 
House of Representatives has reported 
out a bill of its own bearing the number 
H. R. 5715. This bill in general pro- 
vides a 10-percent increase in “basic pay, 
subsistence and quarters allowances to 
all members of the Armed Forces from 
the lowest-ranking private to the highest 
ranking general.” 

Included in the pay raise are members 
of the Coast Guard, Army, Air Force, 
Marine Corps, Public Health Service, 
Navy, and the Coast and Geodetic Survey. 

According to the House Committee its 
bill as written was fully endorsed by the 
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SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY JOHN W. SNYDER and Superintendent RADM Arthur G. 
Hall, USCG review the battalion of cadets at the Academy upon the occasion of 


Secretary’s Day, 27 October. 
Janezyk, and the Secretary. 
class, Charles E. Mathieu. 
RADM Hall. 


Left to right, first row, are Cadet, first-class, Edmond 
Cadet, first-class, Donald G. Ross, and Cadet, second- 
Second row, Cadet, first-class, Siegurd E. Waldheim and 





Reserve Officers’ Association, Retired 
Officers Association, Fleet Reserve As- 
sociation, and Disabled Emergency Offi- 
cers of the World Wars. 


Regs. for Issuance of 
Reserve Medal Studied 


Headquarters has confirmed the future 
issuance of the new Armed Forces Re- 
serve Medal to Coast Guard Reservists. 
Authorized to wear the medal, which will 
also be awarded reservists of the Navy 
and Marine Corps, are officers and en- 
listed men with 10 years of honorable 
service in one or more of the reserve 
components. 

Applications for the medal should be 
held until their available date is an- 
nounced by Headquarters. As yet the 
requirements as to years of service and 
conditions have not been fully estab- 
lished by Headquarters although gen- 
erally these will follow the Navy stand- 
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ards. According to the Navy the order 
of precedence of the medal should be 
after all United States decorations and 
service and campaign medals. 

While full description of the new 
medal is not yet available, it is known 
that it will be of standard design with 
the obverse the same for all services. 
The reverse will be distinctive of the 
reserve component in which the person 
to whom it is awarded is serving or has 
last served. 





“My little boy, Jimmy, is still an ardent 
Western fan, but of late is leaning 
mightily toward the Coast Guard,” a 
rescued man wrote to Chief Aviation Pilot 
Henry White of the St. Petersburg Air 
Station. “And so am I.” 

CAP White had piloted the PBY which 
recently located and guided the Nemesis 
to an overdue and storm-buffeted cruiser 
aboard which the man, his son, and three 
others had seen hope grow dim. 
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Coast Guard Seaman 
Trains for the Olympics 


Now training at 
Los Angeles for 
the coming Olym- 
pic swimming 
team play-offs is 
20-year-old Coast 
Guardsman, Bob 
Hughes, SN, who 
in late October 

vas high scorer 
for the El Se- 
gundo, Calif., swim 
club when they won the National A. A. U. 
Junior Championship in water polo at 
Santa Monica. Hughes is on duty at 
Eleventh Coast Guard District head- 
quarters. 

For several years he has been a mem- 
ber of the El Segundo Swim Club, and 
early in 1951 was high scorer in water 
polo at the Pan American games held in 
Buenos Aires. 

While at El Segundo High School in 
1947 and 1948, Hughes was on the school’s 
swim team which was undefeated, even 
by local college squads. Later in 1948, 
at El Camino College he was a member 
of the school’s championship water-polo 

* team. 

Hughes, a_ 6-foot-6-inch-220-pounder. 
joined the Coast Guard in December 1950, 
and early this year was given a leave of 
absence from the Training Station at 
Alameda in order to appear in the Pan 
American games with the El Segundo 
Swim Club's water-polo team. Another 
Coast Guardsman member of the team is 
Harry Bisbee, who was in the Pan Amer- 
ican games with Hughes, but is now at 
58. The fourth class of 100 men reported 
the Groton Training Station. 


Bob Hughes, SN 


Change of Home Address 
Leaves Mileage Pay Same 


A subsequent change of home address 
after entry in to the service for a tour 
of active duty will add nothing to an 
officer’s right to mileage, or transporta- 
tion of dependents upon release from ac- 





tive duty, it has been ruled by the Comp- 
troller General in decision B-102144 
dated April 13, 1951. 

Under the travel allowance provisions 
of the Pay Readjustment Act of 1942, as 
amended, Reserve officers released from 
active duty may be allowed mileage from 
the last duty station to the official resi- 
dence of record at the time of call to 
active duty, if mileage is so claimed and 
travel is performed to that place. 

While section 3 of the act of 1942, as 
amended, authorizes the payment of ad- 
vance mileage to Reserve officers upon 
release from active duty, computed on 
the ‘distance from the place of release 
to the place from which ordered to active 
duty, such mileage is payable “for their 
return home,” and in the event the place 
from which ordered to active duty is 
farther from the place of release than 
is the home of record at the time of entry 
on active duty, mileage is limited to the 
distance to the home. 


New Policy Announced In 
Regard to Retirements 


All applications for voluntary retire- 
ments submitted by commissioned offi- 
cers of the Regular Coast Guard prior to 
the passage of Public Law 179 of the 82d 
Congress enacted 18 October 1951 will be 
held in abeyance by the Secretary of 
Treasury until further notice, it has been 
announced by Headquarters. However, 
this policy in regards retirements does 
not apply to permanent warrant or en- 
listed personnel. 

Cases of individual hardships follow- 
ing from this policy will be considered by 
the Secretary of Treasury for favorable 
action. A statement setting forth the 
facts of individual cases should be sub- 
mitted to the Secretary through regular 
channels. 

Public Law 179 provided among other 
things, that no money appropriated 
under said law could be used for retire- 
ment pay of any commissioned member 
of the Regular Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps or Air Force voluntarily retired 
after the date of the enactment of said 
law, “unless such member was retired 
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“COAST GUARD IN ACTION SINCE 1790," an exhibition of paintings, models, and objects 
portraying activities of the USCG from its origin as the Revenue Marine through 
World War II, on display through March 2 at the Truxtun-Decatur Naval Museum 
continues to attract the attention of Coast Guardsmen and civilians alike. Part of 
one of two murals painted by Oscar Nordness, PI 2/c, depicting the chronological 
history of the service is shown at the top while the lower photo shows (left to 
right) HOS—1 Helicopter, used in SAR operations; replica of Devil’s Island 
Lighthouse in Lake Superior; model of Diamond (Shoal) Lightship; (center fore- 
ground) loran station antennae and loran station house; bow ornament from the 
Cutter Pamlico, fifth order Fresnel lighthouse lens; breeches buoy and (center, 
on wall) steering wheel from the Cutter Chase, early cadet training ship. 





because of (1) being unfit to perform the 
duties of his office, rank, grade or rating 
by reason of a physical disability incurred 
in line of duty, or (2) achieving the age 
at which retirement is required by law, 
or (3) whose application is approved in 
writing by the Secretary of Defense stat- 





ing that the retirement is in the best 
interests of the service, or, is required 
to avoid individual hardship.” 

While the Coast Guard does not come 
within the purview of the above law, the 
Secretary of Treasury is holding in sus- 
pension all such retirement applications. 
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Academy Football Coach 
Is Given Honorary Award 


Coach Nelson W. (Nels) Nitchman of 
the Coast Guard Academy has been se- 
lected by members of the Connecticut 
Sports Writers Alliance to be Connecti- 
cut’s college coach of the year as the 
result of the impressive no-loss season 
of the Academy football team. Nitch- 
man’s was a unanimous choice. 

Official presentation of the award to 
Nitchman will be made 28 January at 
the writer’s annual dinner. 

Nitchman’s coached team brought the 
honor of the first undefeated football 
team to the Academy. The squad cfosed 
with six victories and a tie, the latter 
with unbeaten Northeastern. 

He specializes in the use of the T-for- 
mation and is well known by recogniz- 
ing talent and then working to convert 
a would-be athletic into a well-trained 
player of the game. He is both the acad- 
emy’s football and basketball coach. 

A well-rounded athlete himself, Nitch- 
man graduated from Union college in 
1930 after playing and starring in foot- 
ball, basketball, and baseball. There in 
1937 he became head football coach and 
remained so until he left in 1941. Before 
leaving though he coached the school’s 
first unbeaten football squad in 25 years 
and the east’s highest scoring team of 
the season. 

For 1 year, 1941, Nitchman coached at 
Colby where he turned out that college’s 
first State football champions. 

Soon after the beginning of World War 
II Nitchman entered the Coast Guard as 
a lieutenant (jg) and became the assist- 
ant football and head basketball coach at 
the Academy. Before being relieved 
from active duty he had advanced to 
lieutenant commander. 

Following war’s end, he remained at 
the Academy as coach and in 1946 re- 
lieved Commander Merriman as head 
football coach when the latter devoted 
full time to the duties of athletic director. 


The CG-—83453 was changed from per- 
manent station San Francisco to Ala- 
meda effective November 30. 


Sea Duty Pay Now Given 
For Certain Lightships 


Personnel serving on lightships sta- 
tioned on the boundary lines of the in- 
land waters of the United States as 
defined by Coast Guard publications 
CG-169, CG-172, and CG—184 are not 
considered to be restricted to service 
within the inland waters of the United 
States according to an amendment (160) 
to Article 137, Pay and Supply Instruec- 
tions. 

This revision should result in addi- 
tional vessels being placed in a status 
whith would entitle enlisted members 
attached thereto to sea-duty pay. 

The amendment affects vessels whose 
operational orders do not restrict them 
to service within the inland waters of 
the country as being among the group 
of ships that may become eligible for 
credit for sea-duty pay. 


Two More Revised 
Institute Courses Ready 


BOILERMAN FIRST and RADIOMAN 
FIRST are the two latest courses to be 
completed in the Institute’s continuing 
revision program. The former is based 
on the requirements for advancement in 
rating prescribed in Chapter 6, Person- 
nel Manual, and offers to the student 
preparation for advancement to first 
class. 

Lessons by subject and number com- 
prising the Boilerman First course are: 
Boilers (1-4); Fuel Oil Stowage and 
Equipment (5); Boiler Feedwater (6); 
Boiler Feedwater Apparatus (7); Ma- 
rine Pumps (8-9); Metalworking Tools 
(10); Reading Shop Blueprints (11); 
Welding (12-13); and Supply for the 
Non-Storekeeper (14). 

Those of the Radioman First in the 
same order are: Communications In- 
struction (1); Communication Secu- 


rity—Forms and Publications (2) ; Com- 
munication Procedures (3); Commer- 
cial Traffic Instructions—Accounting and 
Abstracting (4); Direct and Alternat- 
ing Current Theories (5); Electronic 
Symbols—Schematie Wiring Diagrams 
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PRESIDENT TRUMAN CONGRATULATES VADM MERLIN O'NEILL, Coast Guard Commandant, 
as he presents the Collier Trophy for aviation achievement to the helicopter 
industry, the Department of Defense and the Coast Guard in a joint award for 
“outstanding development and use of rotary-winged aircraft for air rescue oper- 
ations.” The President paid tribute to the helicopter, used extensively in evacua- 
tion of wounded in Korea as “one of the greatest contributions to the development 
of thé air industry.” Left to right at the White House ceremony on December 17: 
President Truman, Igor I. Sikorsky, representing the helicopter industry; VADM 
O'Neill, and Joseph T. Geuting, Jr., acting President of the National Aeronautic 
Association, sponsor of the award. 


personnel billets, the 19 SPARS requested 
active duty for a period of at least 17 
months; a duty beyond that will be 
according to the needs of the service, and 


(6); Vacuum Tubes (7); Radio Re- 
eeivers (8); Radio Transmitters (9) ; 
Antennas Wave Propagation (10); Mo- 
tors, Generators and Their Care (11); 









Radio Direction Finders and Procedures 
(12); Equipment—FCC Organization 
and Functions (13) ; and Supply for the 
Non-Storekeeper (14). 


17 SPARS on Duty 
As of 15 December 


As of 15 December there were 9 officers 
and 12 enlisted SPARS on active duty 
at Headquarters, the various Headquar- 
ters units and Coast Guard district 
Offices, 

Serving mostly in administrative and 


the individual’s own wish in accordance 
with Reserve policies. 

No involuntary recall of SPARS is in 
effect. Instead, as with the male reserve 
officer program, recall to active duty is 
on an entirely voluntary basis. 





Radio “hams” with some military af- 
filiation, either Regular or Reserve, are 
eligible to join the Military Amateur 
Radio System (MARS), a 3,000-station 
network established for use in any na- 
tional emergency. A central control sta- 
tion recently was dedicated at the Pen- 
tagon, Washington, D. C. 
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\ *. " 
‘For Meritorious Performance of Duty’ — 
The Commandant has awarded the Commendation Ribbon to: 


ERNEST KNOWLES, Jr., AL3—“On 20 July 1951, while serving as a crew member 
aboard a Coast Guard plane engaged in removing a seriously ill man from the Swedish 
ship “Joh Gorthon.” The plane rendezvoued with the “Joh Gorthon” at sea, and 
landed alongside. When heavy seas made it necessary to effect the transfer of the 
patient from the ship’s boat to the plane by means of a rubber life raft, Knowles un- 
hesitatingly volunteered to man the raft in order to safeguard the patient during 
transit. This raft sank when the keel of the plane fell on it, ripping it open. Knowles 
was pulled back aboard the plane and immediately volunteered to man a second 
raft. By Knowles’ careful tending of the raft’s safety lines, the patient was swiftly 
and safely transported to the plane through seas which at times reached a height 
of 14 feet. Knowles then assisted in rigging the JATO bottles; a JATO take-off was 
executed, and the patient transported to shore for hospitalization. Knowles’ initita- 
tive, courage, and unwavering devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Coast Guard.” 

LCDR ROBERT CHARLES CANNOM, USCGR—“As Headquarters West Coast 
Representative for Motion Pictures, Radio, and Television whereby he displayed out- 
standing initiative and superior professional ability, Lieutenant Commander Cannom 
secured invaluable widespread publicity for the Coast Guard during 1950 and 1951. 
Because of his knowledge of the motion-picture industry’s organization, policies, and 
personnel, he was assigned as liaison representative to Republic Productions, Inc., 
and rendered valuable assistance during the planning, producing, and releasing of 
the film, “Fighting Coast Guard.” In addition, Lieutenant Commander Cannom 
arranged for several network radio and television programs which gained considerable 
publicity for the Memorial Chapel Fund Campaign, and brought in many large con- 
tributions from throughout the country. Lieutenant Commander Cannom’s com- 
prehensive knowledge and competence in the field of motion pictures, radio, and 
television, his loyalty to the Service and his devotion to duty reflect great credit 
upon himself and the United States Coast Guard. (Date of award: 8-27-51.) 


Auxiliarymen of Div. il In a letter of commendation from 
i i i RADM R. L. Raney, Commander of the 
Receive a Well Done Ninth Coast Guard District, to the Cap- 


tain of Division III it was noted that: 

“Without doubt the coordinated efforts 
of Auxiliary members aided the Coast 
Guard in reducing confusion, safeguarded 
the Base, and relieved Coast Guardsmen 
for vital rescue work. Their response, 
training, and abilities were of great 
value to the Coast Guard. 

“You are hereby commended for the 
excellent performance of these members 
of Division III. Please convey to each 
one of them my sincere appreciation, per- 
sonal and official.” 


When the S. S. Penobscot, a 445 foot 
Great Lakes freighter, collided with a 
loaded oil barge on the evening of 29 
October in Buffalo Harbor causing explo- 
sions and fires with consequent heavy 
loss of life, the members of Flotilla 3-01 
and 3-03, Division III, made an im- 
mediate response to the Buffalo Base 
Commanding Officer’s request for assist- 
ance. Within a short time after the col- 
lision 50 auxiliarymen had reported to 
the base where they assisted with secu- 
rity, manned the press room, assisted with 
operations and recorded the onrush of 
events as they happened. Many of the The first occidental lifeboat station 
members remained on duty throughout was established in 1786 at Bamborough 
the night and into the next morning. Castle, England. 
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In the Line of Duty . . . 


To: Commandant, U. 8S. Coast Guard: 

1. During the period 18 September to 9 October 1951, a representative of this Office 
carried out wave and swell observations aboard the Nantucket Shoals Lightship. 

2. The outstanding performance of personnel of the Lightship in cooperating and 
facilitating the survey contributed significantly to the success of the undertaking and 
is considered to be worthy of special attention. 

(Signed) Kari F. PoEHLMANN, 
U. S. Navy Hydrographic Office, Washington. 


The following letter was received 28 November by the Coast Guard : 

The Western Maryland Railway Co. appreciates the cooperation which the Coast 
Guard extended to us during the recent freight congestion due to the waterfront 
strike in New York. Your Lieutenant Angel was most cooperative in helping us 
to handle the unusual situation we had at pier 5. 

During the New York strike it was necessary to use every foot of pier space 
available and you certainly helped us to do this by instituting the emergency fire 
protection measures that permitted us to use more of our pier space than would 
ordinarily be the case. 

Your people are doing'a fine job to the benefit of everyone because a fire on one 
of the piers at this time would have been a calamity both to the owning company 
and to the general public. 

Sincerely, 
(Signed) G. R. HaworrsH, 
Vice President and General Manager. 
17 Octroser 1951. 


To the Commandant : 

Last week I went on leave and during a part of the time stayed at the Pope’s Island 
Club near Chincoteague, Va. 

Last Friday night a message was telephoned to me through the Pope’s Island 
Coast Guard Station. Boatswain Mates Marvin A. Tarr and Harry J. Autrey got 
out of the bed in the middle of the night and took their small boat and made a trip 
of nearly an hour to deliver this message to me. I understand they did this of their 
own volition and out of a very genuine desire to be of service. 

I am writing you to express my appreciation of Tarr’s and Autrey’s unusual 
courtesy in taking care of this matter. I hope you will be able to convey my ap- 
preciation to them officially. I have already given them my personal thanks. 

Through the years I have had numerous reasons to be very appreciative of the 
service which the Coast Guard renders through its beach stations. The station at 
Pope’s Island is no exception. Those who live or vacation in that area derive a 
feeling of security from the presence of such men as Tarr and Autrey. They are 
¢efinitely a part of the life of the community and one of the strong bulwarks in 
time of need. 

I look forward to seeing you in the near future, but wanted you to know my most 
pleasant experience in advance. 

Warmest regards. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) BE. E. Witcox, 
Department of the Navy, 
Office of the Secretary, 
Washington. 
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Service Deaths 











LAW, JAMES—CWT, Ret. 24 Nov., Long 
Beach, 

COTTON, CLIFTON FAULKNER—LHS, 
Machinist, Ret. 22 Nov. 

HAMILTON, MITCHELL—CBOSN, Ret. 
13 Nov. 

SMITH, HERMAN CORNELIUS—BOSN, 
Ret. 12 Oct. 

JEANETTI, RICHARD—SA, 2 Dec., Auto 
Accident, USCGC Bibb. 

HOPKINS, MILES WAID—LCDR, Ret. 
2 Dec. 

MELUH, WILLIAM—CB\M, Ret. 

MILLER, WILLIAM—OFF. STD. ic, Ret. 
1 Dec. 

HOLLINGSWORTH, 
BMG, 5 Dec. 

SMITH, HERMAN CORNELIUS—BOSN, 
Ret., 12 Dec. 

ALTO, UNO ARMAS—CRELE, Ret., 3 
Dec. ; 

LOPEZ, NESTOR—CB\M, Ret., 21 Nov. 

PETHIGAL, RICHARD J.—SA., 10 Dec. 
Auto Accident, USCGC Bibb. 

CLEMMONS, EVERETT J.—LT, Ret. 17 
Noy. 


WILLIAM 


C.— 


The first installation in the United 
States of the Kamewa controllable re- 
versible-pitch propeller has been made 
on a Mississippi River tugboat. 


Coast Guardsmen Take 
High Honors at G. W. Univ. 


The Coast Guard came away with high 
honors when the November graduating 
class of Law at George Washington Uni- 
versity, Washington, D. C., listed four of 
the eight students who received the de- 
gree of Juris Doctor as Coast Guards- 
men. They were LCDR Kingdrel N. 
Ayers, CDR Edward C. Allen, Jr., LCDR 
Joseph L. Horne, and CDR Robert R. 
Russell. 

This degree is conferred on those stu- 
dents who meet a more rigid set of quali- 
fications than demanded of regular LL. S. 
degree. Another Coast Guard officer who 
graduated in the same class, LCDR 








Francie C. Heyward, had a sufficiently 
high average to receive the same degree 
but was disqualified by virtue of having 
completed part of his work toward a 
LL.S. at another law school. 
Commander Ayers and Lieutenant 
Commander Horne, who stood second and 
third in the class respectively, graduated 
“With Distinction,” meaning a cumula- 
tive average of “A” in their work. Rat- 
ings of the other officers were : Lieutenant 
Commander Russell, fourth, Lieutenant 
Commander Allen, seventh, and Lieu- 
tenant Commander Heyward, tenth—all 
out of a total of 116 graduates of the class. 


6,000 Additional Men for 
New Military Readiness 


An increase of approximately 6,000 
Coast Guard personnel is expected to 
result from the action of Congress in vot 
ing a $30,650,000 Supplemental Appropri 
ation for fiscal 1952, $27,725,000 of which 
is for the military readiness program. 
The increased personnel is necessary in 
order to increase complements of present 
units and man the new overseas search 
and rescue units and to establish several 
mobile loran stations. 

This additional 6,000 will provide for 
540 officers and 5,500 enlisted men. Cur- 
rent personnel strength of the Coast 
Guard stands at approximately 28,000, 
2,538 of which are commissioned officers; 
908 warrant officers and 25,122 enlisted 
men, 

Six DE’s each with a complement of 160 
officers and men, plus one 90-foot vessel, 
are being obtained from the Navy’s At- 
lantic Reserve fleet for attachment to 
everseas search and rescue units. The 
foregoing six DE’s are in addition to the 
six DE’s which have already been acti- 
vated to man additional ocean weather 
stations. In conjunction with the new 
overseas SAR units the Coast Guard is 
cbtaining 24 aircraft from the Navy. 

According to Headquarters the total 
personnel required to man the new SAR 
units—planes, ships, and control centers 
—will amount to 170 officers, 17 warrant 
officers and 1,349 enlisted men. 
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12th District Personnel 
Rescue Would-Be Suicide 


Seldom does the Coast Guard arrive 
at the scene of impending trouble or an 
accident before the event occurs. Last 
November 29, three Coast Guardsmen, 
Fred K. Hill, BM3, John D. Green, ETC, 
and Eugene O'Donnell, QM1, did so when 
they were crossing the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge on a return guard 
mail trip to the Alameda CG Base from 
the Twelfth District Headquarters in 
San Francisco. 

When shortly onto the bridge, the 
three men noticed a stopped car on the 
outside lane of the six lane roadway and 
saw a man, apparently its driver, climb 
the bridge guard rail. Coast Guardsman 
Hill who was driving the truck stopped 





it a short way from the parked car and 
the three men cautiously approached a 
would-be suicide who by now had gotten 
to the outside of the bridge. 

Managing to close in on the man with- 
out causing him to leap off the bridge, 
O'Donnell grabbed his legs and with the 
assistance of the other two men dragged 
the fellow back onto the roadway. While 
Green and O’Donnell held him, Hill 
called for the police. 

San Francisco’s newspapers gave the 
story considerable play reporting how a 
jump from that bridge means almost 
sure death. From automobile guard rail 
to the bay water below is a distance of 
230 feet ; already 32 have made the jump 
and have died doing so. 


Reservist Eligible 
For Injury Compensation 


A member of the Reserve, officer or 
* enlisted, who may be a civilian employee 
of the Government and who is injured 
while on authorized active training duty 
is entitled to active-duty pay and allow- 
ance plus the compensation of his civilian 
position while on annual or sick leave 
therefrom during periods of hospitaliza- 
tion as a result of the injury. 

However, he is not entitled to such 
funds for periods during which he was 
not actually confined in a hospital in ab- 
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sence of a determination by proper au- 
thorities of the Armed Service concerned 
that he continued to be disabled for his 


normal civilian pursuits, and where 
failure of release from the hospital was 
because of continued disability that 
originally sent him there. This was 
held to be so by the Comptroller General 
in a decision (B—100838) dated May 22, 
1951. 


“The Coast Guard Story” 


Washington Times-Herald 


of the wisest investments in 
Alexander Hamilton and 
was the United 


“One 
security by 
George Washington, 
States Coast Guard. 

“As Secretary of the Treasury, Hamil- 
ton needed a seagoing police force to 
back up the new nation’s first tariff act. 
He asked for 10 vessels to battle smug- 
glers, principally in the port of New 
York, and Congress and President Wash- 
ington approved. 

“The whole story of the Coast Guard's 
growth from this humble beginning to 
the protection and maintenance of 
coastal and port security as well as com- 
bat duty in war is told in a special ex- 
hibit opening Friday in the Truxtun- 
Decatur naval museum. 

“There will be ship models, historic 
documents, oil paintings, combat photos, 
and the first commission ever given a 
seagoing officer of the United States- 
Hopley Yeaton, commissioned master of 
a cutter by George Washington and 
Thomas Jefferson. The Coast Guard's 
combat record in the last war, beginning 
in the first days of the Solomon Islands 
campaign, is, of course still clearly re- 
membered. But few Americans under- 
stand how well the Coast Guard serves 
them in time of peace. 

“It still serves as it began, with the 
customs bureau; but today it also pro- 
tects all our principal ports against sabo- 
tage of vessels, cargoes and docks ; main- 
tains the international ice patrol in the 
North Atlantic; keeps open the lanes of 
commerce in the Great Lakes during 
winter; maintains aids to navigation 
along both coasts; operates the heroic 
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search and rescue service, keeps itself 
ready to fight at the scratch of a pen, 
and even finds time to help the little fel- 
low keep his pleasure boat shipshape. 
(Since the first of the year, the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary made 385 craft inspec- 
tions in the. Washington area.) 

“The story of the Coast Guard truly 
is a story of service in peace as well as 
war. It deserves to be read and we urge 
everyone to spend a few hours turning 
over its pages at the naval museum.” 

(Eprror’s Note: The Coast Guard ez- 
hibit at the Trusxtun-Decatur Naval 
Museum will continue through February. 
Hours: Tuesday through Fridays, 12 
noon to 5:30 p. m.; Saturdays, 10:30 
a. m. to 5:30 p. m.; Sundays, 12 noon to 
5:30 p. m. Mondays closed all day. 
Admission free.) 


CAPT William M. McGuire 
Awarded Legion of Merit 


CAPT William M. McGuire, USCG, 
Ret. was awarded the Legion of Merit 
decoration by the President on 4 June for 
exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding services. 
The citation read in part: 

“Captain McGuire, United States Coast 
Guard, performed exceptionally meri- 
torious service as Officer-in-Charge, Ma- 
rine Inspection, New York District, from 
July 1942 to May 1945. As consultant 
for the War Department he rendered out- 
standing service in connection with the 
alteration, conversion, adaptation, and 
operation of various types of ocean-going 
vessels to meet special requirements for 
war-time service. Captain McGuire's re- 
peated display of technical skill and loyal 
devotion to duty contributed materially 
to the successful prosecution of the war.” 


Whale Tale Accepted 


Coast Guardsmen stationed near Mont- 
erey, Calif., are inclined to agree that 
a fair-sized whale landed on a 34-foot 
cabin cruiser off Pebble Beach and nearly 
swamped the craft and its two occupants. 

The pilot of the cruiser fought the 
wheel to keep from capsizing when the 
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huge fish unexpectedly came aboard, and 
his wife shouted to the Coast Guard for 
help via radio. 

At first it appeared the cruiser had 
struck a buoy, but a closer investigation 
uncovered bits of whale skin under deck 
splinters. The deck was splintered, a 
5-foot hole torn in the port bow and the 
whale’s tail ripped out the awning from 
the afterdeck. The area is said to pos- 
sess gray whales of about 15 tons. 


Miner Who Lived Off 
Beach 1 Month Rescued 


The Coast Guard in Alaska reported 
a new kind of rescue—this time using 
an “83-footer” to find a 75-year-old pros- 
pector who had left Port Snettisham in 
a 9-foot skiff and had been out of touch 
with civilization for 2 months. 

Starved and very weak, Jack Higgins, 
who went to Alaska 33 years ago from 
South Carolina, was found in a beach 
area. He was returned to Juneau to 
recuperate. 

Higgins said he experienced “rough 
going” in a 35-mile row to the north end 
of Admiralty Island, where he went 
ashore to Stink Creek and then to a 
cabin on Falls Creek. At the cabin he 
“ran out of grub” and for a month 
was forced to live off the beach, “mostly 
kelp.” 

“I might have shot a deer,’ Higgins 
explained, “that is, if I could have hit 
him. But my eyes aren’t as good as they 
were, and my knees are kinda giving out 
on me. I sure was glad to see that Gov- 
ernment boat.” 





An extensive smoke abatement cam- 
paign begun in July 1950 under the joint , 
sponsorship of the Lake Carrier’s Asso- 
ciation, Bituminous Coal Research, Inc., 
and the Coat Producers Committee for 
Smoke Abatement is doing much to re- 
duce the smoke nuisance. Indications 
point to best results from overfire jet 
installation equipment operated in ac- 
cordance with the procedures developed 
by the Great Lakes Air Pollution Abate- 
ment Program. 
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CDR Theodore J. Harris, USCG, CO of the Brooklyn Air Station, reaches to greet 
LCDR Victor A. Schmidt, USCG, upon his arrival in the large double-decked 
craft which will be put to SAR use there. The large plane, 1 of 7 provided for in 
the current budget program, has a seating capacity of 10 adults and will be the 
largest helicopter operating in the service. It is fitted with a special hydraulic 
hoist for lifting the rescued into the cabin. This model is similar to the one which 


has performed so valuably in the Korean warfare. 


Wide World Photo 
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Historical Supplement . . . 


(Reprints from ‘‘THEY HAD TO GO OUT’") 








Seminole War—1836 


Meanwhile, the Seminole War had broken out in 1836 and eight revenue cutters 
cooperated with the Army and Navy in blockading rivers, carrying dispatches, trans- 
porting troops and ammunition, and providing landing parties for the defense of 
the settlements menaced by the Indians. These were the Revenue Cutters Dallas, 
Washington, Dexter, Jefferson, Jackson, Madison, Campbell, and Van Buren. “Their 
prompt and helpful cooperation with the Army,” an officer under whom they operated 
wrote, “has called forth the highest commendation from commanding generals, who 
take occasion to eulogize the services rendered by the cutters.” 


Mexican War 1846—1848 


Eleven cutters participated in the Mexican War of 1846-48 which followed, the 
schooners Forward, Ewing, Van Buren, Wolcott, Woodbury, Morris, and Polk. These 
took an active part principally in cooperation with the armies under Taylor and 
Scott. Some of these vessels notably the Forward and McLane served in cooperation 
with the Navy, in the fleet commanded by Commodore Conner. In the squadron of 
Commodore W. C. Perry, who was later to open Japan, at the capture of Prontera 
and Tabasco, the Forward took a brilliant part, so much so, that the Commodore 
was moved to say in his official report, “I am gratified to bear witness to the valuable 
services of the Revenue Schooner Forward, commanded by Captain H. B. Nones, and 
to the skill and gallantry of her officers and men.” Both the Forward and the 
McLane participated in amphibious operations at the mouth of the Tabasco River 
in 1847. The McLane ran aground, however, and had to be extricated by the Navy. 
For the first time in war several of the cutters operated as a unit under command 
of their own Officers. 


California—1849 


From the end of the Mexican War until the Navy’s Paraguay Expedition in 1858, 
the cutters were busy hunting slavery. When Commandant Fraser was relieved as 
head of the Revenue Marine Bureau in 1848, he immediately took command of the 
Brig Lawrence for her trip around the Horn to the west coast. As a result of the 
Mexican War we had taken over California, and the revenue laws had been extended 
to the new territory. The discovery of gold in the next year and the inrush of the 
49ers, made the extension of the Revenue Cutter Service to the west coast of para- 
mount significance. The officers whom Fraser took with him on the long trip around 
the Horn had not come through the hard school of seamanship that he had ex- 
perienced. While he had made the 26 previous trips across the equator, three of his 
five lieutenants had had no experience at sea and had never been aboard a square- 
rigger until they sailed on the Lawrence. Fraser could not trust them in charge of 
the deck and was compelled to keep their watches himself. In a very real sense, 
therefore, the Lawrence was the first school ship of the service. The Lawrence took 
almost a year to reach San Francisco. Immediately on her arrival at the Golden 
Gate, some of the officers acted as if they had just been released from jail. By the 
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time the Lawrence reached San Francisco, prices had skyrocketed so that the officers 
ould not live on their service salaries. The Executive officer and the officers next 
io rank left ship as soon as she anchored, to accept private positions at salaries three 
er four times that of Captain Fraser’s. At one time the only other officers aboard 
whom Fraser could trust with any ship’s affairs or with boarding duties was Second 
Lieutenant Pierce. Fraser regarded the Third Lieutenants as cadets and never 
referred to them as officers. 

The Lawrence was lost in a gale when under the command of Captain Ottinger, who 
relieved Fraser when the latter returned to New York. To replace the lost brig, the 
Marcy was sent to the west coast in 1854. Illustrative of the low morale of the 
Service just prior to the Civil War, a First Lieutenant on the Marcy had allotted 
a $60 a month of salary to his wife, a New London girl. On arrival in Frisco in 
the spring of 1854, he became quite homesick for the joys of connubial bliss, so he 
shipped east on a steamer leaving California on the 15th of April. And as he had 
been granted only a few days’ leave he was definitely AWOL. Upon learning that 
all went well with his wife, the remorseful lieutenant had a change of heart. So 
on June 5, 1854, he wrote to the "Honorable Secretary of the Treasury” that upon 
due reflection he had decided to return to his ship. He concluded his note with 
“if same does not meet the views of the Department—please consider this my resig- 
nation—any communication will reach me at San Francisco, where I shall be ready 
to return to duty or not as the Department thinks proper.” Either he had strong 
political friends in Washington or the Service needed men. The reply of the De- 
partment fairly groveled: “The Department will overlook, in this instance” it read 
“the offense of quitting your ship without authority.” 








The Bulletin is published each month by the 
Public Information Division, United States 
Coast Guard Headquarters. Its purpose is to 
disseminate general information to the Service 
and service-connected activities. Wide circula- 
tion is desirable, but due to the limited number 
of copies available, distribution is necessarily 
restricted. 
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Republication of articles herein is authorized, 
providing proper credit is given. 
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